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HENLEY-ON-THAMES

l On the river: stay on a hotel boat or luxury cruiser 
named Midsomer, hire a small boat, picnic on the 
Midsomer Maiden, or enjoy a Midsomer cruise

l Manor houses: spectacular Stonor Park and Greys 
Court NT are Midsomer filming locations 

l Visit the River & Rowing Museum: town and 
rowing history, exhibitions and children’s activities

l Google Henley Treasure Trails: and solve clues 
l Shop and dine at the independents: owner 

entrepreneurs bring a unique, quirky style to Henley
l Uncover a masterpiece or hidden gem: 

booksellers, art galleries, vintage and antique shops
l Eat fresh: in restaurants, from local producers and 

at the Farmers Market
l English afternoon tea: plenty of choice including 

Grade 1 listed Chantry House by St. Mary’s Church
l Watch the world go by: outdoors at restaurants, 

cafes and pub gardens
l Earn your T-shirt: or a free pint on the Brakspear 

Henley Ale Trail
l Down a swift half like DCI Barnaby at a 

microbrewery, pub or filming location. Try ‘Night of 
the Stag (Loddon Brewery, Dunsden), Midsomer ale 
(Argyll, Henley) or Brakspear Midsomer Pub Trail 
(Chilterns)

l Hire a Midsomer guide: groups and independents
l Bike it: Hambleden Valley Midsomer trail or ‘Map 

My Ride’. Hire from Henley Cycles or BYO
l Swim It: be part of Henley’s Swim Festival 
l Run it: Tough Mudder, Little Welly, Triathlon and 

everything in between
l Walkers are Welcome: short walks, long walks, 

guided Midsomer countryside walks or walks with 
local rambling associations 

l Just chill: in a deckchair at Mill Meadows 
bandstand

l Be entertained: at Kenton Theatre, 4th oldest 
theatre in the country 

l Get festive: with a Festival nearly every month, take 
your pick

l Family fun: at Wonder Woods, hire a row boat, visit 
Mole & Ratty at the Museum or head to the cinema

‘TOP 20’ HIGHLIGHTS 
OF A LONGER STAY

BEER, WINE, GIN & FIZZ  
After 250 years of beer making by 
Brakspear, Henley is joined today 
by newcomer drink producers 
Fairmile Vineyard, Chiltern 
Valley Winery and Mr Hobbs. 
The surrounding Chiltern Hills, 
local botanicals and the quality 
of English malts and hops create 
award-winning labels.

Follow the Brakspear’s Henley 
Ale Trail, take a themed Gin 
or Midsomer cruise with 
Hobbs of Henley, check out 
Lovibonds microbrewery or 
head into the Chilterns to 
discover eight location pubs 
on Brakspear’s Midsomer 
trail. Book a tour and tasting 
at Chiltern Valley Winery, a 
Midsomer Murders location for 
‘Curse of the Ninth’.

SHOUT OUT FOR THE 
INDEPENDENTS 

Local entrepreneurs 
offer quirky, quaint and 
cosmopolitan takes on 
eating, drinking and 
shopping, giving your time 
in Henley a unique twist. 
The shopping and dining 
offer packs a bigger punch 
than a market town of 
this size usually warrants, 
and we encourage you to 
come and enjoy to the full.

Art, antiques, records, 
rare books, jewellers 
and leather goods 
are found alongside 
high street staples. 
Facy’s department store is a timeless gem of British 
tradition, it’s men’s and womenswear complemented 
by independent clothes and accessories shops in the 
town. Eclectic gifts, stationery, food, teddy bears and 
toys make great birthday or Christmas gifts.

Chef restaurants like Shaun Dickens 
rub shoulders with excellent  
gastro-pubs like Hart Street 
Tavern, Asian-inspired restaurants, 
traditional pub food, patisseries and 
cafes with character. 

Following the Midsomer trail will 
guide you through most of the main 
shopping and dining streets, so, 
take your time to find the best buys 
for you, and, with over forty dining 
outlets, mix it up a bit for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner.

HENLEY AT THE HEART OF MIDSOMER

FABULOUS FESTIVALS 

Come for the big names at REWIND and Henley 
Festival, or enjoy a more relaxed jazz and blues 
week in the town centre. Take a trip down memory 
lane at the Traditional Boat Festival, experience 
a traditional agricultural fair at Henley Show, and 
pick your favourite from 50 well-known authors at 
the Literary Festival.

Leading us into 
Christmas, the town 
centre’s Living Advent 
Calendar takes place. 
The Good Housekeeping 
Christmas Fair at  
Stonor Park, is just one 
of Stonor Park’s packed programme of events 
which includes circus, vintage, food and jousting.

Significant fitness and sporting challenges for 
runners, rowers, swimmers and cyclists include 
triathlon, half-marathon, the Henley Mile, Rowing 
for the Disabled, Chilterns Challenge plus Tough 
Mudder and Little Welly (February - November).

Year-round activities at Greys Court National 
Trust property, Stonor Park, the River & Rowing 
Museum, and markets in the town centre give an 
added-extra every time you visit.

Originally a 
medieval 
settlement, 

Henley-on-Thames is, 
today, a Royal market 
town set within the 
stunning Chilterns Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  England at its Best 
and, not surprisingly, a location that ITV’s Midsomer 
Murders has returned to many times over the past 
twenty years.

GETTING TO HENLEY
(Sat Nav RG9 2AQ)

By train: regular services from London Paddington 
and Reading
By bus: regular services from Maidenhead, High 
Wycombe, Reading and Wallingford
By car: Onto A404 from M40 (J4) or M4 (J8/9) and 
into Henley on A4130 or A4155
l Less than an hour from London, Windsor, Oxford 

and Heathrow
l	Parking info: 

www.visit-henley.com/travel-parking.html

   ACCOMMODATION   
There’s plenty to fill two or three days in Henley, 
and much more besides if you’re using Henley 
as a base to explore. For over 40 quirky, historic 
and interesting places in and around Henley: 
www.visit-henley.com/where-to-stay

www.visit-henley.com/midsomer-murders.html

Visit
Henley

MIDSOMER MURDERS
LOCATION TRAIL INSIDE

Henley-on-Thames
OXFORDSHIRE

Follow in 
the footsteps 

of DCI 
Barnaby

Further copies of this leaflet are available from enquiries@henleytowncouncil.gov.uk 
or download online at www.visit-henley.com/midsomer-murders.html

This is an independent publication funded by Henley Town Council and supported by 
local businesses. The content and views expressed within this publication are solely 

those of the author and not necessarily shared by Bentley Productions Ltd.  
Front cover image kindly supplied by Nick Hendrix.

Fairmile Vineyard also produces a Rosé Fizz and Fairmile Fizz truffles

Brakspear Microbrewery

Mr Hobbs’ Gin

Henley Agricultural Show

Henley Street Scene

Jonkers Rare Books

Henley Royal Regatta
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STOP 1
Henley Town Hall became Causton Courthouse in ‘Last 
Year’s Model’, when charity worker, Annie Woodrow, sits 
trial for the murder of her best friend. Sergeant Ben Jones 
(Jason Hughes) exits down the steps, hot on the heels of  
a lady he thinks is acting suspiciously. The Town Hall  
returns as Causton Auction Rooms in ‘The Black Book’, 
when a rich Texan outbid Patricia Blackshaw on a newly-
discovered Hogson painting; her revenge was blackmail! 
DCI Barnaby (John Nettles) arrives late to the auction  
and dashes up the steps, where daughter Cully is waiting 
for him.

This impressive building, like many 
buildings, streets and pubs across 
the UK, was built to celebrate Queen 
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in 1897. 
The Henley coat of arms is proudly 
displayed, showing the lion of England 
and the ox of Oxfordshire. The crossed 
oars refer to rowing regattas held here 
since 1839. 
Behind the Town Hall, at the corner of 
West Street is the building used as the 

exterior for the solicitor’s office which Barnaby and Jones 
visit in ‘Down Among the Dead Men’.
Looking down the main thoroughfare, you see a church 
tower, beyond which lies the River Thames. Cross onto 
Market Place and to STOP 2.

STOP 2
In 1179, King Henry II bought land in Henley. Later granted a 
Royal Charter, Henley has been holding regular markets on 
this spot ever since.
Gabriel Machin, opposite, 
masqueraded as Anton 
Thorneycroft’s butcher’s 
shop in ‘The Magician’s 
Nephew’. Member of the 
Midsomer Magic Circle, 
Thorneycroft leaves the 
magic show, just before 
Mrs Wildacre dies in the Cabinet of Death. DCI Barnaby 
questions him inside this shop.
Turn left into Bell Street, and cross for a closer look at The 
Old Bell, the oldest dated building in Henley (AD 1325). 
Pass the Regal cinema and The Bull pub and microbrewery, 
then along the A4155 (signed Marlow). Cross over to Henley 
Rugby Club, STOP 3.

STOP 3
The Henley Hawks ground became the training ground for 
the ‘Lions of Causton’, in the episode of the same name. 
Mark Adler, club owner, is found frozen to death in the club’s 
cryotherapy room.
Head back to New Street where you’ll see Asquith’s Teddy 
Bear shop on the corner. Check out ‘what’s on’ at Kenton 
Theatre (dated 1804) and sip a coffee or cocktail in the 
sunny brewery yard at Hotel du Vin. Turn right at the River 
Thames to STOP 4.

STOP 4
During Henley Royal Regatta, blue and white-striped tents 
line the river bank opposite, for the international rowing event 
of the season. Filmed for ‘Dead in the Water’, Joyce plans a 
family picnic at Midsomer Regatta, which comes to an abrupt 
halt when the dead body of rowing club chairman, Guy 

Sweetman, floats down the 
river. Sir Steve Redgrave, 
Chairman of Henley Royal 
Regatta, played a rowing 
coach in the same episode. 
Cross over at The Red Lion 
and walk up to STOP 5.

STOP 5
No 38, Hart Street Tavern appeared as Café Vintners in 
‘Down Among the Dead Men’, when Barnaby, in a moment of 
uncharacteristic generosity, buys Cully and her friends a drink.
The Church of St. Mary the Virgin dates back to the 13th 
century, enlarged in later years to mirror the growing wealth 
and importance of the town. There is a commemorative 
stone to Dusty Springfield in the churchyard, and George 
Harrison’s funeral was held here.
Continue up Hart Street, and left onto Duke Street to STOP 6.

STOP 6
In ‘A Sacred Trust’, a nun is strangled at Midsomer Priory, 
filmed at nearby Greys Court NT. Barnaby and Jones enter 
Tudor House Antiques to question the owner about how he 
acquired the Midsomer Priory Chapel silver.

Henley was divided during the Civil War. In January 1643, at 
the Battle of Duck Street (former name of Duke Street), nine 
Royalists were killed by one cannon shot as they fought to 
regain the town.
It is said that King Charles I last saw two of his children in 
Henley, before his capture and beheading at Whitehall. His 
opposer, Oliver Cromwell, was posthumously convicted of 
treason, disinterred and hung at Tyburn.
Turn left down Friday Street, arguably one of the prettiest 
streets in Henley. At the river, turn right to STOP 7.

STOP 7
Hobbs of Henley, a fifth-generation boatyard, offers daily 
boat trips and a Midsomer-themed cruise in the Summer 
(available to groups year-round). Salters Steamers also 
operate from Henley.
EXTENDED WALK OPTION (0.7 miles one way): 
Through Mill Meadows to The River & Rowing Museum, and 
beyond to watch boats passing through Marsh Lock.
On the other side of the river are the white Georgian house 
and lawns of Thamesfield Retirement Village. It appears 
in ‘Dark Secrets’ as Riverside Nursing Home where DS 
Jones goes to visit Dr. Frost. This is the episode where Mary 
Bingham is crushed 
by a toppling tower of 
newspapers!
Head back to the bridge 
and walk halfway across 
– a great photo stop.

STOP 8
Built in 1786, the iconic five-arch, Grade I listed bridge offers 
exceptional views. Henley’s growth owes much to this narrow 
fording point of the river, a major transport route for local 
timber, malt, glass and grain to London, returning with luxury 
goods such as salt, tea, silk, fine foods and wine. In ‘Last 
Year’s Model’, Annie Woodrow crosses this bridge in a white 
prison van. Cross at The Angel on the Bridge and head up 
Hart Street to STOP 9.

EXPLORE HENLEY TOWN CENTRE AND ITS 
MIDSOMER MURDERS FILMING LOCATIONS
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“A tour of 
Midsomer is like a 
tour of the idyllic 

English countryside” 
Nick Hendrix (DS Jamie 
Winter) staying at filming 

location, Danesfield 
House Hotel
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EXTENDED WALK 
OPTION (3 miles one way): 
Cross all the way over the 
bridge and head left along 
the river. Pass Greenlands 
(Henley Business School), 
filmed for ‘The Flying Club’, and on to filming location, 
Hambleden Lock. Refuel at The Flower Pot pub in Aston, 
walk back or catch the no. 800 bus back to Henley.

STOP 9
The Argyll appeared in ‘Last Year’s Model’. A brass 
plaque on the bar inside shows where John Nettles 
stood. He arrived, late as usual, where Jones was 
keeping a careful eye on the lady acting suspiciously at 
Annie Woodrow’s trial. As Barnaby enters he smiles - 
the suspicious lady is his old friend, clinical psychologist, 
Pru Plunkett. Jones is duly embarrassed.
The Argyll landlord has developed 
a guest Midsomer ale to celebrate 
the pub’s association to the show. 
Ask for a selfie behind the bar, 
pulling a pint! Books ‘Exploring 
Midsomer’ and ‘Roaming 
Midsomer’ by Chris Behan reveal 
photographs and picturesque walks of Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire Midsomer towns and villages.
Head back to The Town Hall Information Centre for other 
things to do, and directions to more Midsomer Murders 
filming locations. For more history, the River & Rowing 
Museum has a gallery dedicated to the town.
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Further 
Midsomer filming locations under 15 minUTES from Henley:Nettlebed; Fairmile Cemetery; Lower Assendon; Stonor Park; Hambleden Lock, Chiltern Valley Winery, Danesfield House Hotel, Remenham & Aston; Hurley, Loddon Brewery, Harpsden & Peppard

1
HOUR 
SELF-

GUIDED 
WALKING 

TRAIL
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HENLEY-ON-THAMES

l On the river: stay on a hotel boat or luxury cruiser 
named Midsomer, hire a small boat, picnic on the 
Midsomer Maiden, or enjoy a Midsomer cruise

l Manor houses: spectacular Stonor Park and Greys 
Court NT are Midsomer filming locations 

l Visit the River & Rowing Museum: town and 
rowing history, exhibitions and children’s activities

l Google Henley Treasure Trails: and solve clues 
l Shop and dine at the independents: owner 

entrepreneurs bring a unique, quirky style to Henley
l Uncover a masterpiece or hidden gem: 

booksellers, art galleries, vintage and antique shops
l Eat fresh: in restaurants, from local producers and 

at the Farmers Market
l English afternoon tea: plenty of choice including 

Grade 1 listed Chantry House by St. Mary’s Church
l Watch the world go by: outdoors at restaurants, 

cafes and pub gardens
l Earn your T-shirt: or a free pint on the Brakspear 

Henley Ale Trail
l Down a swift half like DCI Barnaby at a 

microbrewery, pub or filming location. Try ‘Night of 
the Stag (Loddon Brewery, Dunsden), Midsomer ale 
(Argyll, Henley) or Brakspear Midsomer Pub Trail 
(Chilterns)

l Hire a Midsomer guide: groups and independents
l Bike it: Hambleden Valley Midsomer trail or ‘Map 

My Ride’. Hire from Henley Cycles or BYO
l Swim It: be part of Henley’s Swim Festival 
l Run it: Tough Mudder, Little Welly, Triathlon and 

everything in between
l Walkers are Welcome: short walks, long walks, 

guided Midsomer countryside walks or walks with 
local rambling associations 

l Just chill: in a deckchair at Mill Meadows 
bandstand

l Be entertained: at Kenton Theatre, 4th oldest 
theatre in the country 

l Get festive: with a Festival nearly every month, take 
your pick

l Family fun: at Wonder Woods, hire a row boat, visit 
Mole & Ratty at the Museum or head to the cinema

‘TOP 20’ HIGHLIGHTS 
OF A LONGER STAY

BEER, WINE, GIN & FIZZ  
After 250 years of beer making by 
Brakspear, Henley is joined today 
by newcomer drink producers 
Fairmile Vineyard, Chiltern 
Valley Winery and Mr Hobbs. 
The surrounding Chiltern Hills, 
local botanicals and the quality 
of English malts and hops create 
award-winning labels.

Follow the Brakspear’s Henley 
Ale Trail, take a themed Gin 
or Midsomer cruise with 
Hobbs of Henley, check out 
Lovibonds microbrewery or 
head into the Chilterns to 
discover eight location pubs 
on Brakspear’s Midsomer 
trail. Book a tour and tasting 
at Chiltern Valley Winery, a 
Midsomer Murders location for 
‘Curse of the Ninth’.

SHOUT OUT FOR THE 
INDEPENDENTS 

Local entrepreneurs 
offer quirky, quaint and 
cosmopolitan takes on 
eating, drinking and 
shopping, giving your time 
in Henley a unique twist. 
The shopping and dining 
offer packs a bigger punch 
than a market town of 
this size usually warrants, 
and we encourage you to 
come and enjoy to the full.

Art, antiques, records, 
rare books, jewellers 
and leather goods 
are found alongside 
high street staples. 
Facy’s department store is a timeless gem of British 
tradition, it’s men’s and womenswear complemented 
by independent clothes and accessories shops in the 
town. Eclectic gifts, stationery, food, teddy bears and 
toys make great birthday or Christmas gifts.

Chef restaurants like Shaun Dickens 
rub shoulders with excellent  
gastro-pubs like Hart Street 
Tavern, Asian-inspired restaurants, 
traditional pub food, patisseries and 
cafes with character. 

Following the Midsomer trail will 
guide you through most of the main 
shopping and dining streets, so, 
take your time to find the best buys 
for you, and, with over forty dining 
outlets, mix it up a bit for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner.

HENLEY AT THE HEART OF MIDSOMER

FABULOUS FESTIVALS 

Come for the big names at REWIND and Henley 
Festival, or enjoy a more relaxed jazz and blues 
week in the town centre. Take a trip down memory 
lane at the Traditional Boat Festival, experience 
a traditional agricultural fair at Henley Show, and 
pick your favourite from 50 well-known authors at 
the Literary Festival.

Leading us into 
Christmas, the town 
centre’s Living Advent 
Calendar takes place. 
The Good Housekeeping 
Christmas Fair at  
Stonor Park, is just one 
of Stonor Park’s packed programme of events 
which includes circus, vintage, food and jousting.

Significant fitness and sporting challenges for 
runners, rowers, swimmers and cyclists include 
triathlon, half-marathon, the Henley Mile, Rowing 
for the Disabled, Chilterns Challenge plus Tough 
Mudder and Little Welly (February - November).

Year-round activities at Greys Court National 
Trust property, Stonor Park, the River & Rowing 
Museum, and markets in the town centre give an 
added-extra every time you visit.

O
riginally a 
medieval 
settlement, 

Henley-on-Thames is, 
today, a Royal market 
town set within the 
stunning Chilterns Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  England at its Best 
and, not surprisingly, a location that ITV’s Midsomer 
Murders has returned to many times over the past 
twenty years.

GETTING TO HENLEY
(Sat Nav RG9 2AQ)

By train: regular services from London Paddington 
and Reading
By bus: regular services from Maidenhead, High 
Wycombe, Reading and Wallingford
By car: Onto A404 from M40 (J4) or M4 (J8/9) and 
into Henley on A4130 or A4155
l Less than an hour from London, Windsor, Oxford 

and Heathrow
l	Parking info: 

www.visit-henley.com/travel-parking.html

   ACCOMMODATION   
There’s plenty to fill two or three days in Henley, 
and much more besides if you’re using Henley 
as a base to explore. For over 40 quirky, historic 
and interesting places in and around Henley: 
www.visit-henley.com/where-to-stay

www.visit-henley.com/midsomer-murders.html
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Henley-on-Thames
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Further copies of this leaflet are available from enquiries@henleytowncouncil.gov.uk 
or download online at www.visit-henley.com/midsomer-murders.html

This is an independent publication funded by Henley Town Council and supported by 
local businesses. The content and views expressed within this publication are solely 

those of the author and not necessarily shared by Bentley Productions Ltd.  
Front cover image kindly supplied by Nick Hendrix.

Fairmile Vineyard also produces a Rosé Fizz and Fairmile Fizz truffles

Brakspear Microbrewery

Mr Hobbs’ Gin

Henley Agricultural Show

Henley Street Scene

Jonkers Rare Books

Henley Royal Regatta
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